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FACT SHEET

WHITE SUPREMACY: An Overview

For each of the 19 years from 1996 to 2015, the highest number of deaths from crimes by extremists

living in the United States occurred at the hands of white supremacists —a tally that includes both non-
ideologically as well as ideologically motivated murders.' 2016 marked the first break from this pattern,’
when the country’s worst mass shooting last June was perpetrated by a self-identified Muslim at a
nightclub in Orlando. Though we do not know whether there are long-term implications in this shift, what
is clear is that, at the start of 2017, white supremacy is still one of the primary causes of domestic terrorism
and hate crimes in the U.S. today.

Neither terrorist attacks nor beliefs about white superiority are new in the American story. Concepts of
white power date back to the founding of the country. In fact, one of the most studied terror attacks in
our history took place more than a century ago, with the assassination of Abraham Lincoln in 1865 by

John Wilkes Booth—a passionate supporter of the Confederacy, an opponent of ending slavery, and a
vocal white supremacist.

The link between such terrorist acts and a belief in white superiority has persisted over ensuing decades,
often personified by Ku Klux Klan adherents. Widely evident during the civil rights movement of the 1960s,
this link was poignantly exemplified in attacks like the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing in
Birmingham, Alabama, where four young black girls attending Sunday school were killed, and in the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.v

In more recent decades, white supremacist beliefs have persisted, emerging and sometimes merging into
what is often called the radical right¥. Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, many members of the radical
right'i were active against abortion and some used violence to stop it. Thus, for example, at least ten
murders or bombings of medical professionals who performed abortions or at abortion clinics were
attributed to radical right adherents from various constituencies. On occasion, the core identity of the
perpetrator was as a white supremacist, like Eric Rudolf (the man responsible for the 1996 Olympic
bombing in Atlanta and is a member of the white supremacist Christian Identity movement)."ii Significantly,
while these anti-abortion white supremacists often acted because of a religious belief that abortion is a sin,
a variety of corollary beliefs also served to motivate them. Some believe that abortion of white babies
threatens the survival of the white race because it decreases the white population. Others support some
abortions as a way to limit the proliferation of non-whites. And some hold both views simultaneously.*

Other white supremacists have been active on more universal white supremacist ideologies like anti-
Semitism, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ, anti-Muslim and anti-black activities.

A In 1984, members of the now defunct white nationalist Neo-Nazi group The Order assassinated
Jewish attorney and talk show host Alan Berg, who had sought to “smoke out” anti-Semitism in
the Denver area where he lived.x The group, which included several Christian Identity adherents,
also carried out robberies® to fund what they called “a race war.”

A In 2009, gunman Wade Michael Page attacked a Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, killing 6
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and injuring 4.

A More recently, in 2014, Frazier Glenn Miller, founder of the White Patriot Party and the Carolina
Knights (two KKK groups), murdered three people outside religiously —targeted locations — two
Jewish facilities (a community center and an assisted living home) — in Kansas. i

A Thenin 2015, Dylann Roof attributed his mass shooting at the Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina to his white supremacist ideology, when he
killed 9 African-American worshipers during bible study and injured one more.x Convicted
on 33 charges, Roof is the first person in U.S history sentenced to death for hate crimes in a
federal case.”

WHO ARE WHITE SUPREMACISTS?

White supremacists view themselves as fighting for the survival of a white America, and see growing
multiculturalism and demographic shifts that increase diversity as an attempt to destroy “the white race.”
Most also believe this diversification is evidence of a Jewish conspiracy.* These points-of-view are
embodied in what white supremacists call the Fourteen Words: “We must secure the existence of our
people and a future for white children,” first spoken by the prominent white supremacist David Lane. i

As a result, white supremacists are often perceived as a monolithic group. However, there are different
sects with varied — although overlapping — motivations, operating styles, beliefs and goals. According to
Dr. Pete Simi, a scholar who studies white supremacy movements, “We consider white supremacists as
constituting an overlapping web of movements that include various Ku Klux Klans, neo-Nazis, Christian
Identity, racist neo-Pagan believers, and white power skinheads... i

The basic tenets tying these movements and groups together are that:

1. White Europeans and descendants of white Europeans around the world are genetically and
innately superior to other races and do not include Jews.

2. White Europeans, as they define the term, and their descendants in the U.S. are under immediate
threat of extinction from multiculturalism (i.e. genocide).

3. Members of “their race” (i.e. white Europeans and their descendants) are being victimized in a
world that they perceive to be in grave danger of collapse.

4. Non-white groups should either be eliminated, subordinated or segregated.

5. Society should be constructed in accordance with a patriarchal, racist, and heterosexual
paradigm.x

White supremacist groups are present throughout the entire United States (and internationally). A study of
former U.S. white supremacists® published in November 2016 found: *i

A While only 9.7% of white supremacists in the U.S. sampled say they were raised by parents who
were members of extremist groups, 90.3% reported being exposed to racist and/or anti-Semitic
beliefs as a child.

©2017 TANENBAUM | Center for Interreligious Understanding | 55 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004 | (212) 967-7707 | www.tanenbaum.org



p)

There are non-ideological factors that attract adherents and increase the appeal of white
supremacy groups: acceptance from peers, attraction to the group’s outsider status, elevating
one’s personal sense of value, and protection from bullying at school and from rival neighborhood
gangs.

>

Extremist music has been one of the most effective recruiting tools and propaganda; it broadly
targets angry youth looking for a sense of identity and/or solutions to their problems. i

IDEOLOGIES

White Supremacy: Sometimes used interchangeably with white nationalism —arguably erroneously —
white supremacy is the general belief that white people, excluding Jews, are innately superior to people

of other races. i While white supremacy has political implications,*" not all white supremacists are white
nationalists. White supremacists have caused (and continue to cause) a lot of violence, both organized and
unorganized.

Traditionally, among white supremacists, followers of the Jewish faith are not considered white for political
and cultural reasons, and also because the white supremacists believe that Semites are a different race
according to genetics.*V In fact, credible geneticists dispute this theory, as human subspecies do not exist
and race is a social and political — not a biological — construct. >

White Nationalism: The belief that national identity should be built around the white race, and that white
people should therefore maintain dominance over the nation’s culture, political, economic and public life.
As with white supremacy, white nationalism holds that non-whites are inferior, the interests of white people
should be placed above the interests of other racial groups, and that discrimination against minority groups
should be incorporated into law, policy and public services. White nationalism is about preserving white
economic and political dominance. i

Among white nationalists are those who take the white nationalism ideology to a mono-cultural conclusion.
Called both white nationalists and white separatists, these individuals believe that multi-culturalism should
be abolished and that their nation or community should be exclusively white. i

Alt-Right (Alternative Right): This right-wing ideology presents itself as a reaction and alternative to
mainstream conservatives. Those within this movement are diverse, and adherents oppose some or all of
the following: feminism, multiculturalism, much of the mainstream media, immigration, and more.
Conversely, members may support one or more of these creeds: white supremacy, isolationism, the
“manosphere” (a loose network of online sites focusing on masculinity that often promote misogyny), and
other ideas centered on inequality. Some of its followers include white supremacists and anti-Semites.
Some groups that fight discrimination and hate speech criticize the title “alt-Right” as simply a new name
that re-packages racism. The alt-right is considered ideologically broader than white supremacy, as it
includes neo-reactionaries (those opposing democracy) and even internet trolls (online provocateurs).*x

PROMINENT HATE MOVEMENTS (& EXAMPLE GROUPS)

The FBI defines a hate group as “An organization whose primary purpose is to promote animosity, hostility,
and malice against persons of or with a race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, or
gender identity which differs from that of the members or the organization, e.g., Ku Klux Klan, American
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Nazi Party.”>x

At the time of this writing in March 2017, by one measure, there are 917 hate groups throughout the United
States.** Some individuals may identify with more than one,*i although some are mutually exclusive from
each other. i The following include some of the better-known movements and groups, but it is important
to note that many white supremacists do not consider themselves part of any group or movement in
particular>V, For additional groups, see the “Hate Map” and “Extremist Files” in the Additional Resources
section.

Ku Klux Klan (KKK): Dating back to 1865, the KKK—once a cohesive group but now a splintered
movement made up of connected individual groups—is the oldest organized hate and terrorism movement
in the U.S. Established as a response to the freeing of the slaves after the Civil War, the group sought to
prevent black people and their allies from exercising their new civil rights, through intimidation and physical
violence, including murder. > By the 1920s, the KKK had not only targeted black people, but also on the
influx of immigrants, mostly Catholics and Jews. Later, in the 1960s, it violently opposed the Civil Rights
Movement. The KKK continues to be active in support of white supremacy and against non-whites, non-
Christians, LGBTQ and other minority groups. Members self-identify as Christian.**¥ The independent
groups within the KKK vary in their activities and even sometimes fight one another. i Some members,
particularly those who joined groups formed since 2000, also ascribe to other white supremacy doctrines,
in particular neo-Nazism*>ii and Christian Identity.

A United Kians of America (UKA): [N
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